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Shannon Diodene – Pr inc ipa l  
Jenni fer  Gonzales ,  Mat thew Chauvin—Ass is tant  Pr inc ipa ls  NOVEMBER 2022 

Upcoming Events: 
 
September 4—Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  
September 7—Labor Day/No School  
September 8—Bully Free Kick-Off Event—6:30 p.m.  
September 15—Fall Pictures-School Uniform must be worn 
September 21—Children’s Hospital “Boo at the Zoo” Fundraiser begins 

     As Thanksgiving approaches, I reflect on all of the things that I am thankful for.  Thanksgiving is a time of 
giving and feeling thankful for the incredible experiences and opportunities in our lives.  This year we have so 
many things to be thankful for.  It has been wonderful having student celebrations with families back on cam-
pus, seeing our students smiles as they experience new opportunities on field trips,  watching the generations 
of love between our students and their grandparents on Grandparent’s Day, and seeing our students interact 
with one another in the classroom, at lunch, and in the cafeteria.  We took so many little things for granted 
that are now brought into a new perspective and we have a greater level of appreciation for.  I feel so fortu-
nate to be the principal of our outstanding students, faculty, and staff at Norco Elementary School.  We are 
thankful for the incredible families and community that continuously support our school.  In addition, we are 
extremely thankful for the support of the St. Charles Parish School Board, our Central Office staff, our Partner
-in-Education, Shell Norco Manufacturing Complex, PTO volunteers, our students, and our extremely dedicat-
ed faculty and staff.  Everyone’s contribution to our students’ success is evident on a daily basis.  Our dis-
trict’s motto says to “Expect Excellence” and we believe that all of our students can achieve excellence.  We 
will continue to strive to make our school and community proud to be NES Eagles! 

     Please reach out to me if you have any questions, concerns, feedback, or compliments for our students, 
faculty, and/or staff.  We hope that you and your family have a wonderful month and a great Thanksgiving 
holiday break. 

Best Wishes, 

Shannon Diodene, Principal 

2 Student of the Month Breakfast—9:15 a.m.  
(October SOM) 

3 Playgroups in the Family Center  
4 Volunteer Day 
7 Boosterthon Fun Run Kick-Off 
8 Election Day- Schools closed 
9-10 NES Fall Theatre Performance 
10 Playgroups in the Family Center 

Box Top Dress Down Day 
11 Early Dismissal (12:45) 

Breakfast with a Buddy (PreK, K, and 1st grade) 
16 NES Fun Run 
17 Science and Technology Night (6:00 pm) 

2nd Quarter Progress Reports going home this week 

Playgroups in the Family Center 
21-25 Thanksgiving Holiday 
28 Classes Resume 
30 Santa Pictures 

100 Book Club Event (3rd grade) 6:00 PM 
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Parents/Guardians/Visitors 
Each time you enter the school, you 
will be asked to present a valid  
state-issued ID.   
Everyone needs to check in to the main office once 
you are on campus.  At Car Rider pickup you will 
be asked for a picture ID as well.  

Parents/Guardians:  Please use the URLs below to  
access PowerSchool:  
 
PowerSchool Student and Parent Portal -  

https://stcharles.powerschool.com 

Attendance Requirements: 
 

ELEMENTARY students shall be in attendance a minimum of 
167 days a school  year.  Students may only be absent 10 
days.  ELEMENTARY students who accrue more than 10 
absences will NOT be eligible for promotion.  Extenuating 
circumstances may apply as well as excused absences for 
COVID-19 related absences.  For more information, please 
refer to the 2022-2023 Student Code of Conduct District 
Handbook. 

 
@norcoelementaryschool  
 
 
 @norcoelementaryschool 
 

   
 
@SCPPS_NES 

1 Playgroup 

Teddy Cares Dress Down Day 

2 Volunteer Day 

7 Student of the Month Breakfast 
(November SOM) 

8 School Level Social Studies and 
Science Fair 

Box Top Dress Down Day 

13 NES Choir and Band Performance 

15 Playgroup 

20 Early Release (students released at 
12:45pm) 

End of 2nd Quarter 

Dec 21-Jan 
4 

Christmas/New Year Holidays 
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     Conversation helps chil-
dren express their thoughts, 
get what they need, resolve 
conflicts, ask for help, and 
learn from adults and from 
one another. Children need 
many opportunities to talk—

with each other, with adults, one-on-one, and in 
groups. The early learning years are a time of rap-
id language growth. Try to build opportunities to 
talk to your child each day to ensure your child is 
answering appropriately to questions being 
asked.  
  
     Young children come to school with different 
types of pencil grips. We are encouraging our stu-
dents to use the Tripod Grasp. This involves three 
fingers to hold the pencil: Thumbkin, Pointer, and 
Middleman. For more information on supporting 
your child’s fine motor skills, please visit the fol-
lowing website: www.writeoutofthebox.com. Click 
on the “Tips” tab at the top.   

   The fact that we are 
heading into the Holiday 
Season is unbelievable. We 
have so many things to be 
THANKFUL for, such as our 
super second graders, 
wonderful parents and pa-

rental support, our spectacular school and all its great 
resources. This is a great time of the year to focus on 
gratitude. Talk with your child about all the things 
that they have to be thankful for and why.    
We are continuing with our Core Knowledge Reader 
titled Kids Excel. This is a ictional reader that con-
sists of pro iles of kids who excel at various activities. 
This unit is devoted to introducing spelling alterna-
tives for vowel sounds. In Core Knowledge – 
Knowledge students will continue listening to Greek 
Myths, Then, we will be moving into Domain 6- The 
War of 1812. This is a prelude to our Core Knowledge 
– Skills Unit 6 at the end of the year.  
Our magni icent mathematicians will be learning a 
variety of addition and subtraction strategies to add 
and subtract through 1,000. Once they ind a strategy 
or two that they are con ident in using and experience 
consistent success with, those should be the strate-
gies that they rely on to solve word problems. Second 
graders will also be working on reading, understand-
ing, and solving word problems. Second grade stu-
dents should have basic facts committed to memory. 
Knowledge of these basic facts will help them add and 
subtract larger numbers more effectively.  
Phew! There’s a lot going on in second grade, so we 
need all of super second graders to come to school 
each day ready to learn!  

Wow! School sure is flying by! 
We are excited to be starting a 
new unit in reading and listening 
comprehension. We will begin 
understanding nonfiction text 
while learning interesting facts 
about early American Civiliza-

tions, such as the Maya, Aztecs, and Incas. Ask your 
child what he/she has learned about these topics. 
You will be amazed! Keep practicing reading Core 
Knowledge stories sent home as a way to reinforce 
phonics codes and tricky words that have been 
taught so far in reading. In Math, we will continue to 
work on addition and subtraction word problems. 
We are also learning about place value as we learn 
efficient strategies for addition and subtraction. We 
are learning to make a ten and take from ten.  
-First Grade Teachers 

     We are thankful each day 
to be able to see how our 
kindergarteners are growing 
socially and academically 
each day at school.  
     As we move into November, 
we will begin to practice many 
new and exciting skills. We will 

be reading words that can be decodable words 
and tricky words. We will explore shapes both flat 
and solid. We will continue listening to nursery 
rhymes and fables, being able to answer compre-
hension questions about what we heard. 
     We couldn’t be more thankful for all your  
family support at home. 

Kolt Kimble, 4thg grade Talented 
Art student was selected for First 
Lady Donna Edward’s annual 
Christmas Ornament Decoration 
Display.  Kolt’s ornament will be 
displayed at the Governor’s man-
sion for the holiday season.  
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We would like to thank all 
who attended our first quar-
ter parent teacher confer-
ences. 
They were a huge success! 
The 4th graders at NES are 
working very hard in all of 

their classes! 
In ELA, the students are working on finishing up The 
Whipping Boy Culminating Writing Task. This is an 
essay that answers the following questions: What do 
Jemmy and Prince Brat learn in the Whipping Boy 
that communicates a theme of the text? This will be 
their first summative ELA grade for Quarter 2. We will 
be moving into our second Guidebook Unit very 
shortly. The second unit is titled The Lightning Thief. 
The students are extremely excited to learn more 
about myths. For their Culminating Writing Task, they 
will answer the following question: How do myths and 
other stories help us make sense of the world?  In 
Social Studies, we are moving along in Unit 3, which 
focuses on Governing a New Nation. Please review 
any notes in their study binder nightly. Our mathema-
ticians have been very busy with all kinds of multipli-
cation and are now ready to move forward into divi-
sion! In science, they have been learning about ener-
gy and applying that learning to create windmills, to 
light up LED bulbs and see what happens to speed if 
we increase the energy. Please review math multipli-
cation and division facts nightly. They can use flash 
cards, find a video, or song that helps them to re-
member them. In science, we are excited to be in-
vestigating energy. Please talk with your child about 
their daily learning and experiments! If you have any 
questions or concerns, please communicate through 
their planner, email, or School Status. Thank you for 
your continued support this year!  
 

                                Happy Fall Everyone!   
     In ELA, 5th grade has completed the reading of the Birchbark House.  The students will begin working 
on their Culminating Writing Task focusing on lessons that the main character has learned throughout the 
book.  We are looking forward to starting our new unit which will revolve around The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe. 
 
     In Social Studies, the students are continuing to add to their learning about European Exploration.  We 

have learned about many of the early explorers who explored the New World and how the Columbian Exchange connected the Old 
and Worlds. Focus will be placed on the interactions between the Europeans and the Indigenous people of the Americas. 
 
     In Math, we will start wrapping up division by dividing two-, three-, and four- digit dividends by two-digit divisors. When we return 
from Thanksgiving break we will then take a shift to fractions. Students will revisit 4th grade fraction skills in order to prepare for 
creating equivalent fractions, which will lead us into adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators.  
In Science, the students are continuing to learn more about Life’s Matter and Energy.  Our focus is moving from plant tissues to 
animal tissues where we will be focusing on the Phenomenons of : Decomposition, Matter Cycling, Food and Energy and Sunlight - 
used as energy.  The students are enjoying a variety of hands-on investigations to learn more about organisms and their ecosys-
tems.   
     We hope everyone enjoys time with family during the Thanksgiving holiday break! 

     We are thankful for our hard workers in 3rd 
grade!  Our turkeys are gobbling up infor-
mation each day.  In ELA we wrapped up our 
Cajun Folktales unit with a bread pudding 
tasting! We now see why Lapin and Bouki 
loved it so much! It was scrumptious! Enter-

ing the 2nd quarter, we have begun our unit titled Because of Winn-
Dixie.  We will read Because of Winn-Dixie and a series of related 
literary and informational texts to explore the question: Why is it 
important to make an effort to really “see '' other people? We have 
begun the unit by reading the beloved Charlotte’s Web. We are 
encouraging students to bring their books home nightly so that 
they can re-read chapters read in class. This helps them work on 
all components of fluency- rate, accuracy, phrasing, and expres-
sion.  

     This month we will begin Module 3 in Math, which covers multi-
plication and division with units of 0, 1, 6-9, and multiples of 10. 
There are 6 topics in this module, and we should be working on 
this module through December. Make sure your child is completing 
the assigned homework so they can reinforce skills taught in 
class.  

     In Science we are currently in Module 2. We have been observ-
ing fossils to predict what the environment looked like in the past 
compared to the present-day environment.  We will be observing 
organisms to determine survival needs.  

    Let’s encourage the students to do their best each day until the 

well-deserved Thanksgiving break.  
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As Thanksgiving approaches, we love being able to highlight gratitude. Did you know giving 
thanks could actually make you happier? Research has proven that gratitude can increase 
positive emotions, improve health and sleep, help you deal with adversity, and improve rela-
tionships. We have some ideas to practice gratitude that would work for kids as well as 
adults… 
At the end of the day, name two things that you are thankful for or that went well that day. 
Write a thank you note to someone. Keep a gratitude journal and jot down (or draw) one 
thing each day. Start your day off by thinking about something you are looking forward to   
today. 

Have a great month!  
XOXO, Jennie Hermann (PreK-2nd Counselor), Stacey Noel (3rd-5th Counselor), Destiny Williams (MHP) 
 
https://www.health.harvard.edu/healthbeat/giving-thanks-can-make-you-happier#:~:text=In%20positive%
20psychology%20research%2C%20gratitude,adversity%2C%20and%20build%20strong%20relationships. 

Please visit the NES website for up-to-date news 
and information!  We just added a new heading on 
the homepage titled:   

TECH Resources for Families  
Faculty and staff are continually adding helpful  
videos and how-to guides 
detailing how to access 
online resources and apps 
used by our students.   
 
Click the QR for easy  
access! 
 

Effective October 1. 2022: All that is needed to 
earn a BOX TOP DRESS DOWN PASS is 20 
Boxtops and/or Community Coffee Labels PER 
FAMILY. If you scan your receipts in the BOX 
TOP App, then $2.00 is the amount needed.  
Please remember, in order to receive credit to-
wards a DRESS DOWN PASS, the physical 
“Boxtop” and/or Community  
Coffee Proof of Purchase labels MUST NOT be 
expired at the time of submission.  
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The following students were chosen for showing the character trait 
“Friendship”: 

Alayna Ducote, Reign Duhe, Kyree Dunn, Joseph Sen lles, Kinsley Trosclair, Audrey Baker,  

Liam Lafontaine, Gavynn Gerard, Levi Landry, Allie Wagner, Emmalynn Brondum, Marilyn Post,  

Kody Llewellyn, Vivian Coupel, Reese Hall, Brayden Jackson, Annie Guilfou, Kennedy Hall,  

Fynn Bourgeois, Bree Burkenstock, Finley LeBlanc, Emma Chisholm, Gustavo Mena, Drake Cambre, 

Brennan Eddings, Bella Connelly, Brock Desselle, Jaycee Boudreaux  

 
 
 
Principal’s List—3rd Grade 
Aubrie Hawkins, Brynlee Perez, Juliette Post, Preston Summers 
 
Honor Roll—3rd Grade 
Colston Alexander, James Baltazar, Kenleigh Barrient, Paisley Bivona, Cameron Buccola,  
Leah Burst, Scarlett Carruth, Emma Elizabeth, James Everett, Elijah Fritsche,  
Laura Gonzales, Annie Guilfou, Kennedy Hall, Madison Herzog, August Jackson-O’Keefe,  
Kyrah Jones, Beau Mancuso, Aubrey Meunier, Noah Pena, Cooper Rebstock, Spencer Robin, 
Taryn Smith, Aiden Songy, Kinzlie Stein, Brea Tamporello, Jonah Vial, Na’Shaee Williams, 
Jayce Yenuganti, Britton Zeringue, Quinn Zeringue 
 
Principal’s List—4th Grade 
Savannah Coupel, Preston Keller, Laila Martin, Carson Villeret 
 
Honor Roll—4th Grade 
Maci Allday, Collin Armand, Mason Cade, Melianis Carrasquillo, Demi Castro, J 
ayden Clark, Amariah Collins, Elaina Damare’, Andrew Donnelly, Annabella Duhe,  
Darrall Dukes, Londyn Fox, Maci Gaubert, Lydia Gordon, Davin Guidry, Patia Jones,  
Finley LeBlanc, Leonard Lee, Kylee Louviere, Mason Naquin, Brady Richard,  
Marcelene Schaeffer, Riley Schroeder, Jensen Senia, Ashton Stigler, Ava Taranto,  
Aubree Tarullo, Grace Templet, Ella Wagner, Lucas Wagner, Ava Waguespack,  
Lana Weber  
 
Principal’s List—5th Grade 
Carter Canizaro, Kellan Carruth, Greyson McGovern, Cooper Pilie’, Rileigh Stuard,  
Jhase Teague, Luc Turner 
 
Honor Roll—5th Grade 
Ethan Alexander, Connor Allen, Roman Arceneaux, Jacob Carrasquillo, Hayden Gagliano, 
Kourtnee Hart, Camiyah Kenner, Vincent LeBlanc, Hannah Mire, Kayden Payne,  
Ella Robicheaux, Katelyn Roper, Collin Tarver, John Terrell, Jake Wenning, Adysen Williams  
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Pre-K: Don Bourgeois, Damari Brumfield, Kyree Dunn, Naiah Duperclay, Emery Elizabeth,  
Koi Gilbert, Harper Greaud, Morgan Hollister, Noah Jackson, Drew Trosclair 
Kindergarten: Blythe Bourgeois, Kylie Drago, Lane Hardy, Ashton Joseph, Liam Lafontaine,  
Elise Landry, Audrina McKinney, Paisley Pablo, Rowan Sellars, Ethan Taylor 
First Grade: Jacob Bourg, Kevin “KJ” Busby, Dakotah Groves, Samantha Jacob, Madison Lozano,  
Jason Martin, Hunter Murray, Quincin Murray, Zoey Songy, Abriella Taranto, Kace Trosclair 
Second Grade: Gunnar Brian, Carl Coleman, Kohen Daigle, Cye Lee, Kade Madere, Caiden Neblett,  
Aliza Ricciardo, Haleigh Walter, Kassidy Watkins 
Third Grade: Emmersyn Farrell, Laura Gonzales, Kyrah Jones, Jace Keller, Grace 
Lingawi, Sophia Ortiz, Ellie Quijano, Kori Rich, Blakely Smith 
Fourth Grade: Ilayna Bailey, Haylee Charles, Noah Conzonere, Savannah Creasy, 
Andrew Donnelly, Addilyn Duhe, Kolt Kimble, Riley Schroeder, Skylar Wallace,  
Yudi Zambrano  
Fifth Grade: Abigail Asbury, Carter Canizaro, Kevin Cavalier, Brennan Eddings, 
Greyson Hall, Kourtnee Hart, Rosmery Ochoa, Christopher Pitre, Adysen Williams, 
Jasper Winingham 

Mrs. Owens  
leading the NES  
Theatre Club in 

impromptu  
acting and voice  

projection! 

      
 
 
Parents, with our Christmas 
concert quickly approaching, please make sure your 
band student performs (without stopping) for you 
throughout the weeks. This will help them get a better 
feel for the performance aspect as well as give you the 
opportunity to hear their improvements. I also ask that 
all students attend the before-school practices starting 
at 7:25 AM; 5th grade on Tuesday and 4th grade on 
Thursday.  Have them practice their instrument at home 
no matter how short the time.  Daily practice is far more 
valuable than fewer times at long periods.  Don’t forget 
to sign those weekly 100 minute practice reports to be 
turned in at beginning of each week.  
Below are a couple of pictures from our field trip to see 
the LPO perform.  It was a great experience! 

Mrs. Jones’ 4th grade students visit Brandi Regan’s  
Kindergarten buddy class.  We brought them mini  
Halloween coloring books, and shared about all of the 
fun and exciting things we do in 4th grade.  We can’t wait 
to see our friends again soon. (Pictured below) 
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HALLOWEEN WORD SEARCH 

 
FALL                 BATS   SPOOKY 
SCARECROW  GHOST             LEAVES 
GRIM REAPER NIGHTMARE    BOO  
PHANTOM   GOOD               NIGHT 
CREEPY       BEWARE          JAKO                       
RAT              FOG                      By: Andrew Donnelly 

G A B S S D P N S C 

O S A E C O H I P R 

F N T V A O A H O E 

R A S A R G N G O E 

A K L E E S T T K P 

T E G L C O O K Y Y 

Y N I G H T M A R E 

B O O B O J A K O R 

V G B E W A R E T Q 

G R I M R E A P E R 

NEWS FROM THE NEST  

If I were President I would  be nice to people. I would get 
people to vote for me by giving people free food and giv-
ing them a loan. Also I would change the gas prices to 
$1.36 and give teachers more money than sports  
players. By: Maci Gaubert 

Fourth Grade 
President  
writings in  

Mrs. Dunn’s 
keyboarding 

class. 

I want to be a president because I would put money 
in people’s mail so they can buy some clothes and 
food. If I saw  little kids I would give them a piece of 
candy. Also I could make the gas price $ 3.46 so peo-
ple can afford it. Then I would make it easy  for peo-
ple to own their own company. I would give teachers 
more money. By: Carson Vicknair 

 

 By: Aubree Tarullo 
 
Fun 
Amazing 
Love 
Leaf  
          Once upon  a time a scraecrow  was 
scared of crows. The scarecrow was named 
Straw because he was full of it. He is very 
friendly but sometimes he could be scary. One 
day he faced his fears. He finally scared a 
crow. It was the happiest day of his life and I 
hope it is yours to.           

Third, fourth & fifth grade students in Mrs. Dunn’s keyboarding class 
practiced typing and received certificates displaying words per minute. 

WHAT AM  I   
by: Blakely Smith  
 
I am orange 
I can have a face  
I can be white too 
I can have bumps 
I can have a stem 
I am a……PUMPKIN  
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Norco Elementary Family Center  

Together We Can Make a Difference 
 
Annie Francioni: afrancioni@stcharles.k12.la.us  
Hours: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
Phone: 985-764-8933  
 

NOVEMBER 

Balancing Technology and Family Time 
  
Do you struggle with balancing technology and family time? How much gaming should you allow when your child 
also uses his computer for homework? And when does screen time become a problem? According to an article writ-
ten by Caroline Knorr, just like every family differs in what they eat, when they eat, and what they like, a healthy 
media diet is different for every family. Common Sense Media suggests the following five tips for balancing technol-
ogy and family time.  
  
Find balance. Instead of counting daily screen-time minutes, aim for a balance throughout the week. Get your 
children to help plan a week that includes stuff they have to do and stuff they like to do, such as schoolwork, activi-
ties, chores, reading, family time, and TV or gaming. 
  
Walk the walk. Put your devices away while driving, at mealtimes and during important conversations. 
Your children will learn habits from you. 
  
Talk about it. Ask questions about your children’s favorite games, shows, and characters. Discuss ideas and 
issues they read about or learn about through a TV show or a game. This is an opportunity for bonding, learning, 
and sharing your values. 
  
Create tech-free zones. Set rules that fit your family, such as "no devices during dinner,"  "no social me-
dia during homework," or "all screens off before bedtime." 
  
Check ratings. Choose age-appropriate, high-quality media and tech for your kids.  

 

BALANCIANDO LA TECNOLOGÍA Y EL TIEMPO DE FAMILIA  
¿Ocurren batallas sobre tecnología en su casa?  ¿Cuánto tiempo de videojuegos debes de permitirle a tu niño si 
también usa la computadora para hacer la tarea? ¿Cuánto tiempo en la computadora es problemático? Según el artículo 
escrito por Caroline Knorr, la verdad es que no hay ninguna fórmula mágica. Y tal como cada familia tiene preferencias 
distintas de comida, la hora de comer y qué comen, una dieta saludable de medios de comunicación es diferente para 
cada familia. Common Sense Media sugiere los consejos a continuación para ayudar en el mantenimiento de activida-
des tecnológicas y actividades en familia.  
  
Encuentra el equilibrio: en vez de contar los minutos diarios del uso de los aparatos electrónicos, enfócate 
en que haya un equilibrio toda la semana.  Motiva a tus hijos a ayudar a planificar una semana que incluya las cosas 
que tienen que hacer y cosas que les gusta hacer, como por ejemplo, el trabajo escolar, actividades, tareas, lectura, 
tiempo familiar, y la televisión o los videojuegos.  
  
Pon un buen ejemplo: guarda los aparatos electrónicos mientras manejas, durante las comidas y en con-
versaciones importantes. Los niños aprenden sus hábitos. 
  
Habla del tema: hazle preguntas a tus hijos sobre sus juegos, programas y personajes favoritos. Habla de 
las ideas y temas que ellos han leído o visto en programas de televisión o en un juego.  Esta es una oportunidad para 
aumentar el vínculo afectivo, aprender y compartir tus valores. 
  


